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beating the
odds to

find winners
Experts spend countless hours
identifying talent, but some stars
shine without any warning.
TALENT identification
In sport generally, it is all
about identifying talent and
then nurturing that talent to ensure longevity in the sport. Now
with two international events
happening in Australian in the
next 10 years, it is certainly an
exciting time for athletes.
In Bundall last week, attention was drawn to our talented
four-legged friends – horses.
The
Southern
Hemisphere’s finest line-up of
bloodstock converged on the
Gold Coast showing off 400
weanlings (these are young
horses below the age of one).
These weanings have been
taken away from their mums,
are still growing rapidly and are
receiving training, and management practices that show
their nature and constitution.
Some are bought by trainers
to begin their lives as racehorses. Others are purchased
by astute buyers who put them
in the paddock to continue to
grow and develop to then be
sold as yearlings at a profit.
Early this week 708 race fillies went under the hammer,
some to continue on the track
and others to be sold for breeding alone.
Some of these mares are already in foal with progeny who
could be successful in the future. In the past couple of days,
476 yearlings have been auctioned as exciting adventures
for those interested in the racing industry.
I began by speaking about
talent identification, however,
irrespective of whether they
have two legs or four. Talent it
is not always evident at a
young age.
Recently while watching
the Brisbane Broncos NRL
team, I heard Selwyn Cobbo’s
response when asked whether
he was excited about his prospects of being selected for
Queensland in State of Origin.
He said he was because he

had never made a state team
during his younger career.
At only 19, this is something
that sends a message to all
those young players; stick at
your sport and work on the
many facets needed to excel.
Show persistence and hopefully it will all pay off.
Back to the horse racing industry, Behemoth was another
unlikely winner.
He was overlooked and regarded as less athletic and too
big and accordingly sold for
$6000. Now he has a cult following and has earned more

‘Where there is
life, there is
hope. Anything
is possible’
Glynis Nunn
than $3.2m with 10 big-race
wins to date.
It’s a similar story with Mystic Journey, a six-year-old mare
who was sold for $11,000 before
becoming one of the country’s
most adored racehorses. She
earnt more than $4m and was
then sold as a broodmare for
more than $2m – an incredible
91 per cent return on the
owner’s investment.
Last year, a two-year-old
colt finished last in his first
race. Disappointed, his owners
placed him in a “claiming”
race, where anyone can take
the ownership of a horse for a
fee. An older man claimed the
colt after missing the chance to
get another horse he wanted.
This was going to be his last
attempt to find some success in
the racing industry.
The story goes that the colt
won by 17 lengths and was
pretty good. Then he finished
third twice, fourth once and
fifth once. The owner still believed in him.

Away Game sells for $4m at the Magic Millions National Broodmare Sale. Picture: Magic Millions
This year, the colt had the
opportunity to race in the Kentucky Derby, due to a scratching. The colt took his place in a
field of 20 horses, just 30 seconds before the entry deadline.
He was given an opportunity
to show his talent.
On the morning of the race,
his odds of winning were 80/1,
the second odds in Derby history. Halfway around the
track, the colt was 16 horses
from the lead. He couldn’t
even be seen in the field of
view of the drone camera flying above the race.
A nobody, a throwaway, but
then he began to move. He
started to make headway, found
a narrow gap and a chance to
improve his position.
As they headed toward the
finish line, he had moved up to
fifth, then fourth. Apparently,
he had still not been noticed
because no one had mentioned

his progress. Attention was still
focused on the two famous
front-runners.
Seconds before the finish, a
horse magically passed the two
front-runners. Not recognisable, suddenly there was an
outsider. The announcer said:
“Rich Strike is coming up on
the inside ... Oh my goodness!
The longest shot has won the
Kentucky Derby!”
Moral: Where there is life,
there is hope. Anything is possible. Believe in yourself. And
don’t let anyone count you out.
Persistence and determination
beat the odds.
“Thou shalt fly without
wings.”
I love this story. There has
been an after story about Rick
Strike because he was very
naughty going back to the
winner’s circle, biting the leg of
the steward.
But that is a horse – particu-

larly when high on adrenaline.
He has an incredible story.
I love it when an underdog
gets a win. It renews hope that
providing you are in the competition and have an edge, you
have a chance to do well.
While this article is primarily directed at the horse racing
industry, there is a subliminal
message. Never think you are
not good enough.
The belief in yourself, along
with some skill and holistic development, can go so far to recognising ability. For me, this is
why it is important in Academy
programs that we have professional presenters advising
on a number of different topics
to develop the “whole” athlete.
The Gold Coast Academy
of Sport would like to thank
the Magic Millions for its continued support of all of our
sporting programs. It enables
us to provide for young up-

and-coming athletes in a wide
variety of sports.
The Gold Coast Academy
has a number of different programs to help young athletes
recognise different ways that
they can improve not only
their performance but their
approach to their training and
competition.
Currently programs that
are coming up are:
– Basketball (with Olympians Phil Smyth and Brian
Kerle), June 30-July 1
– Speed Clinic with Glynis
Nunn, July 4-6
– New Future Stars program commencing on July 13
and continuing to October
– Equestrian for riders and
instructors, August 21
– Little Athletics in September for athletes and coaches.
Parents who are interested,
please contact us or go to our
Facebook or website pages.
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